
36 Babies & Toddlers Leader Guide
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Additional resources are available at gospelproject.com. 
For free training and session-by-session help, visit MinistryGrid.com/gospelproject.

Use Week of:

Unit 20 • Session 3 

Bible Story for Toddlers
John was teaching people about God, and Jesus was teaching people about God 
too. Some of John’s followers were confused. They said to John, “Teacher, the 
One you baptized in the Jordan is baptizing, and people are listening to Him!” 
John said, “I told you that I was not the special King, the Messiah. I am just the 
one to help people get ready for Him.” John told his followers that Jesus is like 
a groom—a man who is getting married—and John is like his best friend. In a 
wedding, the bride and groom are the important people! John said, “I am happy 
that Jesus is teaching. He is more important than me!”

Babies Gospel Gems
 * John was not the Messiah.
 * John said Jesus is more important than him.
 * Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God.

John Pointed 
to Jesus

BIBLE PASSAGE: Matthew 3; John 1; 3

STORY POINT: Jesus obeyed God’s plan.

KEY PASSAGE: John 3:30

CHRIST CONNECTION: Jesus is greater 
than anything and anyone.

Unit 20 • Session 3
Prepare the Way
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BABIES Activities

Look in the Bible
Provide hand-size Bibles for babies to handle. Open your Bible to John 3. Show 
the Bible story picture as you say the gospel gems. Read the key passage card. 
SAY • John the Baptist was born to get people ready for Jesus. God gave John an 

important message. John said Jesus was more important than him. Jesus 
is the Messiah, the Son of God. JESUS OBEYED GOD’S PLAN. [Pray.]

Sing a Bible story song
Sing to the tune of “Head, Shoulders, Knees, and Toes”:

“ Jesus always obeys God, obeys God. [Repeat.] 
Jesus came to rescue you and me. 
Jesus always obeys God, obeys God!” 

SAY • People thought John was the Messiah, but they were wrong. Jesus is the 
Messiah, the Son of God. Jesus is greater than anything and anyone! 
JESUS OBEYED GOD’S PLAN to rescue us.

Make crown art
Cut a crown shape from yellow construction paper for each child. Provide 
stickers with Jesus’ name for babies to stick all over their crown. Write the story 
point or Christ connection on each child’s crown. Talk about the Bible story.
SAY • John said Jesus is more important than him. Jesus is the Messiah, the Son 

of God. Messiah means special King. JESUS OBEYED GOD’S PLAN.

Point to Jesus
Sit with a baby on your lap. Open a hand-size Bible or Bible storybook, first 
looking for stories about John. Then show the baby how many stories in the 
Bible point to Jesus. Talk about the Bible story.
SAY • John was a man who had a special job, but John was not the Messiah. 

Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God. The Bible tells us Jesus is greater 
than anything and anyone. JESUS OBEYED GOD’S PLAN.

Check diapers, serve bottles if needed, and release babies to parents according to your church’s 
security guidelines. Give parents today’s big picture card. Repeat the gospel gems and Bible-
learning activities for babies who stay a second hour.
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TODDLER Activities

Circle time (5 minutes) 
Provide small Bibles for toddlers to handle. Say the Bible is God’s words. Read the 
key passage card. Open your Bible to John 3. Show the Bible story picture as you 
tell the Bible story. Say the story point and gospel gems. Pray for the toddlers.

Make tube art
Wrap paper around a chip cannister and cut paper to fit inside the tube for each 
child. One at a time, place the paper in the cannister, squirt a few drops of paint 
inside, drop a table tennis ball inside, and replace the lid. Guide toddlers to shake, 
roll, and tip the cannister. Remove the paper and let it dry. Write the story point.
SAY • We did not have a plan for our paint. It went wherever the ball rolled! 

God’s plans are always good. JESUS OBEYED GOD’S PLAN in every way. 
Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God.

Compare Jesus and John
Print and assemble the “Jesus and John Book” printable. Read the book to the 
toddlers, pointing out God’s plan for both Jesus and John. Talk about the story.
SAY • John was not the Messiah, but Jesus is. John said Jesus is more important 

than him. JESUS OBEYED GOD’S PLAN.

Compare good and best
Repeat the activity from John’s birth. Provide clear plastic containers with items 
toddlers can compare, such as a container with a small cookie and a container 
with large cookie and so forth. Retell the Bible story.
SAY • John was not the Messiah. Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God. Jesus is 

greater than anything and anyone, and JESUS OBEYED GOD’S PLAN.

Increase and decrease
Encourage toddlers to crouch down as low to the ground as they can. Some may 
even form a small ball. Invite toddlers to slowly stand up and stretch as high as 
they can. Read the key passage card.
SAY • JESUS OBEYED GOD’S PLAN. John said Jesus is more important than 

him. Jesus is greater than anything and anyone.
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BONUS Teaching Hour

SESSION TITLE: John Pointed to Jesus
BIBLE PASSAGE: Matthew 3; John 1; 3
KEY PASSAGE: John 3:30
STORY POINT: Jesus obeyed God’s plan.
CHRIST CONNECTION: Jesus is greater than anything and anyone.

Transition activity: Prepare the way
Roll a large sheet of paper or table runner on the floor. Cover the path with toys, 
scraps of paper, books, and other items. Invite toddlers to clear the path so they 
can walk on it without stepping on anything. Talk about how John’s job was to get 
people ready for Jesus. Retell the Bible story.
SAY • John was not the Messiah. John said Jesus is more important than him. John 

wanted people to worship Jesus because Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God. 
Jesus is greater than anything and anyone. JESUS OBEYED GOD’S PLAN.

Make arrow art
Cut an arrow shape out of construction paper for each toddler. Provide Jesus stickers 
or heart stickers for toddlers to decorate the arrow. Write John pointed to Jesus on the 
arrows. Talk about how arrows point the way we should go. Retell the Bible story.
SAY • John said Jesus is more important than him. Jesus is greater than anything 

and anyone. Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God. JESUS OBEYED GOD’S 

PLAN to rescue us.

Play out family scenes
Provide people figures and wedding attire, doll houses, and transportation toys to 
play out family scenes. Retell the Bible story.
SAY • John said Jesus is more important than him, like the groom in a wedding is 

more important than the groom’s friend. JESUS OBEYED GOD’S PLAN.

Check diapers, serve a snack if needed, and release toddlers to parents according to your church’s 
security procedures. Give parents today’s big picture card to reinforce today’s Bible story, Christ 
Connection, story point, or gospel gems throughout the week.
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